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Dec 2010 Jan 2011 Feb 2011 Mar 2011 Apr 2011 

2010/11 Summer Disasters 

Dec 3: 120mm rain 
Emerald 

Dec 23: Rainfall central & Nth 
QLD (200-600mm) 

Dec 25:  
TC Tasha  
(Cat 1) 

Dec 27: Declarations & evacs begin 
in Theodore 

Dec 28: Emerald, Bundaberg, 
Central Highlands, Nth Burnett 
disaster declared 

Dec 29: Theodore evacuated 
(300) 

Dec 30:  
Condamine evacuated 

Jan 10: Flash flooding  
Lockyer Valley 

Jan 11: Brisbane 
flood and regional 
evacuations 

Jan 13: Brisbane 
floods Dam at 
183% capacity 

Jan 31:  
TC Anthony (Cat 2) 

Feb 2/3:  
TC Yasi (Cat 5) 

February: 
Monsoonal 
Flooding 

Apr 4: Maranoa 
 Flooding 

Jan 19: QRA 
announced 
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Summer 2010/2011 
 

     Dec 2010   Rainfall & Flooding South- 
        east/west 

 
          Dec 2010   Tropical Cyclone Tasha 

 
          Jan 2011    Flash Flooding -  

        Toowoomba/Lockyer Valley 
 

   Jan 2011     Flooding - Brisbane/Ipswich 
 
   Jan/Feb       TC Anthony and Yasi 
   2011 
 
   Feb 2011    Flooding ς North West  
 
   Apr 2011    Flooding ς Maranoa region 
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December 2010 ς Central Queensland 



January 2011 ς Toowoomba & Lockyer Valley 



January 2011 - Brisbane Flooding 



Brisbane Flooding Jan 10-13 





Tropical Cyclone Yasi 2-3 Feb  



 

South West Flooding 4 - 10 Feb  
Feb 4 Maranoa River at Roma and Mitchell 

Feb 8  Balonne River at St George peaks at 13.96m 

Record levels 

 

Sunshine Coast Region  25 - 27 Jan 
Six Mile Creek flood peaks at 11.1m 

Mary River flood peaks at 15.7m at Gympie 

 

East Coast Hybrid Low 4 - 7 March 
Mary River peaks 5.35m, Maryborough 

Mary River peaks at 14.65m at Gympie 

 

Townsville Storm 20 March 
162 buildings storm damaged 

22 buildings severely impacted including 18 homes 

  
 

Garbutt, Townsville  

St George 

And it continued into 2012.. 



Scale of impact 

2010/11 Events 2011/12 Events 

LGAs disaster activated 73 65 

Residential properties affected 136,000 1,400 

State road network affected (km) 20,610 10,890 

State rail network affected (km) 4,748 4,180 

Schools affected 411 7 

Other government buildings affected 4,381 135 

Homes & businesses without power 480,000 9,000 

National parks affected 162 22 
Insurance claims  
(Source: ICA 28 March 2012) 131,935 6,408 



!ƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǳǎΦΦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƭƻōŀƭΧ 

Å2011-  the most expensive year 
in history 

ÅSevere impact on many 
developed (OECD) countries 

ÅGlobalised economies - $380bn 
impact ($235bn- Japan) 

Å72% higher than 2005 
Å302 Disasters Globally in 2011 
Å20% lower than the average  

annual ς 384 
Å99 declared disasters in USA ς 

highest ever ς triple average ς 
34 per year 



The international context ς disaster costs  

Source: World Bank Report, July 2011 



Source: The Year that Shook the Rich: A review of natural disaster in 2011.  
The Brookings Institution ς London School of Economics Project  on Internal Displacement. 

The cost is one thing but the scale is another.. 



To ensure the effective and 
efficient recovery of 
Queensland so that 

Queensland and 
Queenslanders emerge 

stronger and more resilient.  

 

We achieve this by focussing on 
how we respond, recover and 
prepare for natural disasters.  

These are lessons that can 
ensure positive change and 

resilient communities.  

Queensland Reconstruction Authority  





How to govern in trying times 

Governance 
ÅLegislation 
ÅOrganisational structure 
ÅFunding 

Culture 
ÅOutcome driven 

Partnerships 
ÅStakeholder relationships 
ÅCollaboration 

Delivery  
ÅDelivery of wide range of projects 
ÅTight timeframes 
ÅProblem solving 
 

Governance 

Culture 

Partnerships 

Delivery 



Governance...   Queensland Reconstruction Authority  

ÅLegislated 21 Feb 2011 

Å2 year sunset clause 

ÅStrategic Objectives: 

Á Maintain the self-confidence 
of Queensland 

Á Build a resilient Qld & 
support resilient 
Queenslanders 

Á Enhance preparedness and 
disaster mitigation 

 

New Chair, Major General Dick Wilson and CEO, Graeme Newton 
with outgoing Chair Major General Mick Slater 

...reconnect, rebuild and improve  
Queensland communities  

and its economy... 



Reconnect, rebuild and improve Queensland and its economy 
 

 

 

Governance... Operation Queenslander: The State Plan  



On 21 February 2011 the Authority was created  
through the Queensland Reconstruction Authority Act  
(the Act) 
 

The Act gives significant powers to State including: 
 

Ç  declaration of declared projects and reconstruction areas 
Ç  powers to compulsorily acquire land  
Ç  general powers to enter any land and undertake works 
Ç  powers to create new development schemes 
Ç  powers to direct changes to existing planning schemes 
Ç  powers to hasten decisions/processes of decision makers 
 

Powers only used when all other avenues have been explored.  

Governance... Legislation  





 



2009 ς 2010  

2010/11 

2012 
 

Multiple events 

The events continue 
and so does the 
damage bill  
 
QRA administers 
damage totalling  
$12.2bn 
across the 2009 ς 
2012 events 
 


